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Project description (1 page) 
	
At first glance, poll projections of the number of people who are infected, hospitalized, or the number of 
deaths from the COVID-19 disease are unrelated to election polls. After all, there is no winner: everyone 
loses. However, we believe that deepening our understanding of the effect of the COVID-19 poll 
projections on citizens is crucial in order to make sense of citizens’ attitudes toward strong preventive 
measures such as social distancing and lockdowns. 
 
In Canada, press conferences by the Prime minister and Premiers attract a very large audience, despite the 
frequency of these discourse and the potential fatigue in the population. Recently, the public health 
officials have made public their projections of the COVID-19 disease, which have been widely shared by 
the media. In fact, being exposed to COVID-19 forecasting is very common at the moment.  
 
There are some important questions on how COVID-19 projections are presented to the public.1 However, 
many important, broader questions remain unanswered. More specifically, we aim to examine (i) who 
shares the projections and (ii) whether the way these projections are presented has an impact on citizens’ 
attitudes toward COVID-19 and public health measures.  
 
Using an experimental design, we will expose respondents to a (real) projection of COVID-19 cases and 
randomly manipulate whether (i) it was shared by an ordinary citizen (Michael Forrest2) or CBC/Radio-
Canada, the most trusted news organization in Canada (Digital News Report 2019), and (ii) whether 
confidence intervals are shown or not. This clean 2x2 survey experiment will allow us to test whether the 
source who shares the projections and the way these projections are shared affect support for preventive 
measures.3 On the one hand, we expect that the credibility of CBC/Radio-Canada will improve the 
perception of the reliability of the projection. On the other hand, we anticipate that the presence of 
confidence intervals will increase the level of support for preventive measures. Beyond the 
methodological soundness of the intervals, the limit of the pessimistic projection (the upper 95% CI) 
shown might affect the respondents’ negative bias (Soroka and McAdams 2015). 
 
In itself, this investigation will improve our understanding of citizens’ perceptions of the crisis and entail 
important implications on the way the media and the governments should communicate their information. 
We will be combining our results with a study conducted during the Canadian 2019 election4 where we 
also exposed respondents to a projection (pre-election poll) randomizing who and how it was shared. We 
will have a strong study for which we will provide crucial findings in both electoral (Canada 2019) and 
non-electoral (COVID-19 pandemic) contexts. This combination broadens the scope of our study which 
will maximize our chances of publishing it in journals like Public Opinion Quarterly, Political 
Communication, or the International Journal of Public Opinion Research. 
 
We are very confident to rapidly obtain the IRB approval.  
 
We commit to actively share our results, data, and syntax through our different platforms and networks, 
both in Canada and the United Kingdom. 
	 	

																																																								
1 We know, thanks to the CSDC support, that the logarithm and linear representations do not affect differently 
citizens’ support toward preventive measures. However, we aim to analyze forward-looking projections and not 
retrospective visualizations of the cases (Sevi et al., forthcoming).  
2 We used this name because it allows us not to change it according to the language of the survey.   
3 We will measure this support with a multi-item question about respondents’ agreement with social distancing, 
lockdown, and the need of wearing a face mask outside the home. 
4 For more information, see the Digital Ecosystem Research Challenge report, p. 52-56. 



Budget (1 page) 
 
In order to hire YouGov to conduct our survey experiment in Canada and collect a nationally 
representative sample of 2,000 Canadians, we need approximately 2,700$. Respondents will answer all 
the questions below and on top of basic sociodemographics. We also need about 300$ to hire a research 
assistant (Gabrielle Péloquin-Skulski, member of the CSDC) to design the treatment (for example, 
remove the confidence intervals of a real Figure) who has already agreed to work with us if the Center 
funds our project.  
 
Most of the questions and items below have been validated either in our first study or in recent surveys 
relatred to COVID-19.5 
 
 
Question 1 
 
When you think about the situation related to the coronavirus (COVID-19) in Canada, are you very 
optimistic, somewhat optimistic, somewhat pessimistic, or very pessimistic when you think about… 
 
-The health of Canadians [very optimistic, somewhat optimistic, somewhat pessimistic, very pessimistic] 
-The Canadian economy [very optimistic, somewhat optimistic, somewhat pessimistic, very pessimistic] 
 
 
Question 2 [the experiment] 
 
[Treatment 1,2,3 or 4, randomly allocated] 
 
Personally, how reliable do you think this projection is? 
 
-Very reliable  
-Somewhat reliable 
-Not very reliable 
-Don’t know 
-Prefer not to answer 
 
 
Question 3 
 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements: 
 
[randomize the order of presentation of the items] 
 
-People should wear a face mask outside their homes (e.g., when on public transport, going to a 
supermarket, etc.) 
-Governments should seek to get people back to work, even if public health suffers. 
-People over 60 years old should self-isolate until the pandemic is under control.  
-Social gatherings amongst people living at different addresses should be illegal. 
 
  [Strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree, I prefer not to answer] 
	 	
																																																								
5 See the Citizens’ Attitudes Under the COVID-19 Pandemic project who shared its data. 	



	
	

	
	


