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At the beginning of the week some of my students approached me about the possibility of doing 
a project as a group with respect to COVID-19. After some hesitation, I agreed that we should do 
something. We have had many discussions and in the end we have this project. This will consist 
in asking Canadians their views about when they think that most people will be able to go back 
to work and whether they support the governments’ decisions to ask everyone to stay home. The 
questions are shown in the Appendix. The order in which these two questions will be asked is 
randomized. 
 
There will be three groups. The control group will be asked these two questions without any 
more information provided. The two treatment groups will be shown the evolution of COVID-19 
cases over time either on a linear (treatment 1) or log scale (treatment 2). 
 
The objectives are twofold. First descriptive. The second question is, we believe, original, 
interesting and important. We need to better understand Canadians’ degree of 
optimism/pessimism about how much time it will take before we get back to somewhat normal 
life. Second, we want to measure the impact of visual information on people’s degree of 
optimism but also support for confinement. This is a crucial question with huge policy 
implications, as we see that various governments are struggling to decide if they should release 
the scenarios that inspire the measures that they are taken. 
 
This project involves seven students, six of them are from my chair: three PhD students (Maxime 
Coulombe, Emmanuel Heisbourg and Semra Sevi), two MA students (Gabrielle Péloquin-Skulski 
and Paola Vegas), and one undergad who is about to start his MA (Marco Mendoza Avina), and 
one visiting PhD student from Central European University (Ameni Mehrez). And it involves two 
other faculty members. First my colleague Vincent Arel-Bundock, who has an expertise in the 
visual presentation of data. Second Peter Loewen, from the University of Toronto, who is 
involved in a big eight-month study of Canadians’ reactions to COVID-19. I contacted Peter and 
he agreed to include our experiment in their survey for one week, starting today, at a minimal 
price. 
 
The short experiment will be included in the larger survey for one week. The sample size is 2500 
respondents, slightly more than 800 in each of the three groups (the control plus two 
treatments). The cost for this project is 3,125$, that is 1.25$ per respondent. I have decided to 
go ahead with this project, which is, I think very interesting though a bit risky since we have been 
working on this for only a few days. This is a project that has high social relevance, that was 
initiated by students and that has fully involved them in a whole process. I think that they have 
already learned a lot through the lively sessions that we have had to make decisions about the 
precise design and questions wordings. 



I would hope that the CSDC can contribute to this project. It is a very special endeavour, in very 
special circumstances, about a very important question. I thought it was my responsibility to 
respond to this students’ initiative, and I would be grateful to the CSDC if it were possible to 
support this initiative. 
 
Here is the questionnaire: 
 
Q1 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, governments are asking everyone to stay home, except for 
strictly essential work and basic necessities like grocery shopping. How strongly do you support 
or oppose that decision? (0 to 10 scale; I fully oppose to I fully support) 
 
À cause de la pandémie COVID-19, les gouvernements demandent à tout le monde de rester à la 
maison, sauf pour le travail essentiel et les premières nécessités comme faire son épicerie. Dans 
quelle mesure appuyez-vous ou êtes-vous opposé à cette décision ? (0 à 10 ; Je suis 
complètement opposé à J’appuie complètement) 
 
Q2 
When do you think that governments will allow nearly everyone to go back to work?  
 
  April 2020 
  May 2020 
  June 2020 
  July 2020 
  August 2020 
  September 2020 
  October 2020 
  November 2020 
  December 2020 
  In 2021 
  Never 
 
Quand pensez-vous que les gouvernements vont permettre à presque tout le monde de 
retourner au travail ? 
 
 
  Avril 2020 
  Mai 2020 
  Juin 2020 
  Juillet 2020 
  Août 2020 
  Septembre 2020 
  Octobre 2020 
  Novembre 2020 



  Décembre 2020 
  En 2021 
  Jamais 
 


