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Marina Costa Lobo, D.Phil, Oxford University (2001) is a researcher in political science at 

the Institute of Social Sciences in the University of Lisbon, and a guest lecturer in political 

science at IUL. She is co-director of the Portuguese Election studies since 2001. She has 

focussed her research on electoral behaviour in Portugal from a comparative perspective, 

as well as semi-presidentialism. In the field of electoral research she has published on 

leader effects as well as economic voting. She is co-editor of the book "Portugal at the Polls" 

(Lexington Press, 2005) and the last five years she published in Electoral Studies, European 

Journal of Political Research and Political Research Quarterly. 

 

This presentation has two objectives. Firstly, it will measure the importance of leader 

effects over time in Portugal. At present, there exist three cross-sectional legislative 

surveys, covering nein years (2002-2011). This paper provides therefore, first and 

foremost a longitudinal perspective of leader effects in Portugal. However, once we have 

established the magnitude of leader effects as well as discerning any trends, it is as 

important to pose the following question: What do these trends tell us about electoral 

behaviour as well as the quality of democracy in Portugal? In order to address this issue, in 

the second part of the paper two individual contexts are investigated, namely degree of 

party identification and degree of political sophistication.  

 

 

Dr Simon Hug (PhD, University of Michigan) is Professor of Political Science at the 

University of Geneva. He has published numerous articles in highly ranked journals on 

methodology, formal theory, comparative politics, and legislative voting. He has been / is 

member of the editorial board Electoral Studies, European Union Politics, International 

Interactions, Journal of Politics, Legislative Studies Quartery, Swiss Political Science 

Review.The Lisbon treaty, by generalizing the co-decision procedure, has led in several 

issue areas to an increased implication of the European parliament (EP) in decision-making 

processes. While some scholars take this as evidence that the European Union has become 

more democratic, probably a minor change in the EP's Rules of procedure may potentially 

reinforce accountability even more strongly. This rule change ensures that all final passage 

votes are carried out by roll call, thus allowing citizens to be informed about their members 

of the EP's (MEPs') decisions. Simon Hug assesses whether party group pressure varies 

between final passage votes and in other legislative votes taken in the EP. 
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This series is sponsored by the Inter-university Centre for the Study of Democratic 

Citizenship (CSDC) which is funded by the Fonds québécois de recherche sur la société et la 

culture (FQRSC)  

 

NOTE:  

For everyone who would like to participate, but cannot attend the presentation face-to-

face, we have created a web conference room through Adobe connect. 

 

You can access the room via: https://connect.mcgill.ca/r7fmip91a3e/ 

 

Before attending the session, it is useful to run the connection test. Note that users of 

Google Chrome with the latest version of Flash will fail the connection test, however, this 

message is false and you will still be able to attend the session. In order to improve the 

sound during the session I suggest that, if possible, you use a headset. Adobe Connect is a 

very user friendly tool, you can find more information on how to use the tool in the guide of 

participants. 

http://csdc-cecd.mcgill.ca/
http://csdc-cecd.mcgill.ca/
https://connect.mcgill.ca/r7fmip91a3e/
https://connect.mcgill.ca/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm
http://seminars.adobe.acrobat.com/vqs-participants/
http://seminars.adobe.acrobat.com/vqs-participants/

