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Rose McDermott is Professor of Political Science at Brown University. A 2008-2009 Fellow at the Center for 

Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University, McDermott received her Ph.D.(Political Science) 

and M.A. (Experimental Social Psychology) from Stanford. McDermott has taught at Cornell and UCSB and has held 

fellowships at Harvard’s Olin Institute for Strategic Studies and Harvard’s Women and Public Policy Program. 

 

Description: 

 

Political science has traditionally assumed the social and political behaviors have social causes. Discoveries 

beginning in the late 1970s to demonstrate genetic influences on political orientations. Work in this area has 

burgeoned in the last decade, showing biological influences on a wide variety of political behaviors, including voting 

behavior and political participation. While we cannot yet precisely map how genes influence those psychological 

processes and biological mechanisms which interact with our upbringing, social environment and personal 

experience in ways that come to be expressed as differences on the Liberal-Conservative spectrum, we can 

demonstrate the systematic and predictable top-down effect of political ideology on a wide range of important social 

and political behaviors. These differences manifest in domains as diverse as emotional response, physiological 

reactivity and basic attentional focus across a variety of domains, including those which affect attitudes toward 

military and defense, immigration and reproductive health policies. 

 

This series is sponsored by the Inter-university Centre for the Study of Democratic Citizenshipwhich is funded by the 

Fonds québécois de recherche sur la société et la culture (FQRSC) 

 

NOTE: 

For everyone who would like to participate, but cannot attend the presentation face-to-face, we have created a web 

conference room through Adobe connect. 

 

You can access the room via: https://connect.mcgill.ca/r7fmip91a3e/ 

http://csdc-cecd.mcgill.ca/
https://connect.mcgill.ca/r7fmip91a3e/

