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DIVERSITY AND THE STATE OF DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP

Canada and democracies across the globe face a broad array of important 
normative and empirical questions with regard to diversity. What 
avenues are available to immigrants, ethnocultural citizens, or other 
minority groups to be heard by decision-makers? How have both citizens 
and institutions responded to this growth in diversity? How do these 
responses vary across democratic contexts?

For the second edition of its triennial conference, the Centre for the Study 
of Democratic Citizenship (CSDC) will present a broad, multidisciplinary 
range of papers that address these questions. The conference will include 
a series of panels, and a roundtable. Panels are organized around the 
following subthemes, with an emphasis on diversity:

• Immigration
• Elections
• Representation
• Democratization
• Democratic Politics
• Psychology
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ORGANISER

The CSDC 2021 Conference was co-organised by three members of the Center: 

Guest researcher at the 
Center for the Study 

of Democratic Politics 
of the University of 

Princeton in 2013, Jean-
François Godbout (PhD, 
Northwestern) analyzes 
the compared political 

institutions and the 
democratic processes. He 

notably studies the electoral 
representation and the 

legislative behavior of the 
elected representatives in 
Canada, the United States 

and in France.

Aaron Erlich is a member 
of the Centre for the 
Study of Democratic 

Citizenship (CSDC) and 
a founding member of 

the Centre for Social and 
Cultural Data Science 

(CSCDS). He is interested 
in democratization and 

democratic development. 
Much of his research 

addresses the role that 
information plays in 

developing democratic 
polities. He is also 

interested in advancing 
quantitative methods 

to measure the effect of 
information. 

Ruth Dassonneville holds 
a Canada Research Chair 
in Electoral Democracy. 
Her research interests 

include electoral behaviour, 
dealignment, economic 

voting, compulsory voting, 
and women and politics. 
Her work on these topics 

has been published in, 
amongst others, the 
American Journal of 

Political Science, the British 
Journal of Political Science, 

the European Journal of 
Political Research and the 

Journal of Politics.

Ruth Dassonneville
Assistant Professor, UdeM

Aaron Erlich
Assistant Professor, McGill

Jean-François Godbout
Associate Professor, UdeM
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ROUNDTABLE SPEAKERS

Dr. Erin Tolley
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Carleton University

Erin Tolley’s research examines the impact of socio-demographic diversity on Canadian politics 
and political institutions. She is the author of Framed: Media and the Coverage of Race in Canadi-
an Politics (UBC Press, 2016). Her current projects include an analysis of candidate recruitment 
and selection by Canada’s political parties, an experimental study of the impact of race and 
gender on vote choice, and an examination of media coverage of immigrants and refugees. 

Dr. Kassra Oskooii
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delaware

Professor Oskooii’s academic specializations include race and ethnicity politics, political psy-
chology, political behavior, and survey research methods and experiments. His research has 
appeared in peer-reviewed academic journals such as the British Journal of Political Science, 
Political Behavior, Political Psychology, Politics and Religion, Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Politics, 
and State Politics and Policy Quarterly.

Dr. Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant
Associate Professor, Department of Political Studies, Queen’s University

Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant (Ph.D. McGill) is an Associate Professor in the Department of Polit-
ical Studies at Queen’s University, and the Director of the Canadian Opinion Research Archive 
(CORA). Her research focuses on Canadian politics, with particular interests in electoral poli-
tics, voting behaviour, and public opinion; news media; the political representation of women; 
and the conceptualization and measurement of sex and gender. She is the author of Gendered 
News: Media Coverage and Electoral Politics in Canada (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2013).
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PROGRAM

1:30 - 2:30pm  Panel 1. Is democracy for women and young people? / La 
démocratie est-elle pour les femmes et pour les jeunes?

 Chair: Jean-François Godbout (UdeM)

• Dietlind Stolle, Elisabeth Gidengil and Olivier Bergeron-Boutin. Are young 
people more willing to accept democratic deconsolidation?

• Jordan Mansell, Allison Harell, Melanee Thomas and Tania Gosselin. 
Competition and Gendered Prejudice: Failure and Consequences for Politics.

2:45 - 3:45pm Panel 2. Minority groups, nationalism, and identity / 
Groupes minoritaires, nationalisme et identité

 Chair: Ruth Dassonneville (UdeM)

• Thomas Soehl and Sakeef Karim. How legacies of geo-political loss shape 
popular nationalism today.

• Antoine Bilodeau, Stephen White, Luc Turgeon et Alisa Henderson. Le 
sentiment d’appartenance des minorités ethniques dans les états multina-
tionaux. Le rôle des expériences d’exclusion au Québec et dans les autres 
provinces.

Thursday, April 22
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Friday, April 23

1:30 - 2:30pm Panel 3. Prejudice and acceptance of others / Préjugés et 
acceptation des autres

 Chair: Aaron Erlich (McGill)

• Frédérick Bastien. Les médias d’information et l’opinion publique sur 
l’immigration.

• Samuel Mérineau, Jean-Marc Lina et Roxane de la Sablonnière. 
Intégration identitaire et immigration : un modèle dynamique de l’acceptation 
de l’autre.

3:00 - 4:30pm Roundtable discussion on Diversity and the State of 
Democratic Citizenship

 Moderator: Amen Ben Ahmouda, Public Affairs and Program Officer at 
Equal Voice

• Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant, Queen’s University
• Kassra Oskooii, University of Delaware
• Erin Tolley, Carleton University
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CONFERENCE PARTNERS

The CSDC would like to thank the three co-organisers, Ruth Dasonneville (Université 
de Montréal), Aaron Erlich (McGill) and Jean-François Godbout (Université de Mon-

tréal), and our partner universities: Concordia, McGill, Université de Montréal, UQAM, 
Université Laval. 

The CSDC is funded by the Fond de Recherche du Québec - Société et Culture 
(FRQSC). 

ABOUT THE CSDC

The Centre’s main goals are to promote scientific research on fundamental
questions relating to democratic citizenship, to contribute to policy

debates on strengthening democracy both in Canada and abroad, to
take a leadership role in the development of large-scale cross-national
research projects, and to provide an enriched training environment for

graduate students and postdoctoral fellows.

CSDC researchers address a wide range of questions relating to the relationship
between citizens and the political process. How do citizens decide

who to vote for? Can citizens hold governments accountable? How
do citizens form attitudes about public policy? What accounts for political

participation, or, perhaps more importantly, a lack of political participation?
What are the implications of social diversity for engagement, or policy

support? These and related questions play a central role in the work
pursued by scholars at the CSDC.



Facebook
CECD.CSDC

Twitter
@CSDC_CECD

Youtube
CSDC/CECD

Website
https://csdc-cecd.ca/

Contact
cecd-csdc@umontreal.ca

https://csdc-cecd.ca/ 
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