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THURSDAY,
APRIL 15TH 

9:15 Shaping Immigration News 

Presentation by Dr. Rodney Benson 

Rodney Benson is the head of Department of Media, Culture, and Communication at New York University, with a cross
appointment to the Department of Sociology, New York University. He is the author of Shaping Immigration News
(Cambridge, 2013), winner of the AEJMC Tankard Book Award 2014 and the International Journal of Press / Politics 2015
Best Book of the Decade Award.

In this talk, Rodney Benson will present the theoretical framework and key findings from his award-winning book Shaping
Immigration News (Cambridge, 2013), recently re-published as L’immigration au prisme des médias by Presses Universitaires
de Rennes (2018, translated by Bruno Poncharal, preface by Erik Neveu). Benson makes use of immigration news as a case
study to understand the functioning of French and U.S. journalism, and in a broader sense the relationship between media
and democracy. Drawing on a “position-logic-structure” model of international comparative field theory, research on
ownership and audience data, in-depth interviews of leading immigration journalists, and a comprehensive mapping of
immigration voices and viewpoints in the news, Benson provides a detailed portrait of the mediated immigration debate
over a four-decade period as shaped by 20 French and U.S. news outlets.

Shaping Immigration News
Latest book by Dr. Rodney Benson 

"This book offers a comprehensive portrait of French and American journalists in
action as they grapple with how to report and comment on one of the most important
issues of our era. Drawing on interviews with leading journalists and analyses of an
extensive sample of newspaper and television coverage since the early 1970s, Rodney
Benson shows how the immigration debate has become increasingly focused on the
dramatic, emotion-laden frames of humanitarianism and public order. Yet even in an
era of global hypercommercialism, Benson also finds enduring French-American
differences related to the distinctive societal positions, professional logics, and
internal structures of their journalistic fields. In both countries, less commercialized
media tend to offer the most in-depth, multi-perspective, and critical news. Benson
challenges classic liberalism's assumptions about state intervention's chilling effects
on the press, suggests costs as well as benefits to the current vogue in personalized
narrative news, and calls attention to journalistic practices that can help empower
civil society. This book offers new theories and methods for sociologists and media
scholars and fresh insights for journalists, policy makers, and concerned citizens". 

(Source: Cambridge University Press; https://www.cambridge.org/ca/academic/subjects/politics-
international-relations/comparative-politics/shaping-immigration-news-french-american-
comparison?format=HB&isbn=9780521887670)

THURSDAY, APRIL 15th 

Opening remarks
Prof. Thierry Giasson, GRCP's lead researcher, Laval University and Dr. Simon Thibault, adjunct professor, UdeM.

http://www.grcp.ulaval.ca/
 

#aigrp2021

THE GRCP'S INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP WILL BE ON ZOOM ON APRIL 15 & 16, 2021 

9:00

10:30 Break

10:45 Discussion with Dr. Rodney Benson 

11:45 End 

GRCP INTERNATIONAL WORPKSHOP 2021 | APRIL 15 & 16 

NOTE Rodney Benson's lecture will be in French and Alison Dagnes' lecture will be in English. 



http://www.grcp.ulaval.ca/

FRIDAY, APRIL 16th

9:05 The Logical Result: How Right-Wing Media and GOP Politicians Have Amplified American Polarization to the Point of Violence 

Presentation by Dr. Alison Dagnes

Alison Dagnes is a Professor of Political Science at Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania. She is the author of Super Mad
at Everything All the Time: Political Media and Our National Anger, as well as Politics on Demand: The Effects of 24-Hour
News On American Politics and A Conservative Walks Into a Bar: The Politics of Political Humor. She frequently speaks on the
topic of the modern political media system and its effects. She has also edited two books on political sex scandals, which
pleases her father to no end. Prior to receiving her doctorate in Political Science from the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst, Dr. Dagnes was a producer for C-SPAN in Washington, DC, which isn’t as boring as it sounds. 
    
Politics today is steeped in polarization, and political media both reflect and exacerbate this divide. Factions of the voting
public receive their news from separate media spheres that cover major stories very differently. At times, it seems that there
are two separate United States of Americas discussing two totally unrelated sets of information supported by two
contradictory collections of facts. This disconnect intensifies the hostility that is now rife throughout our politics, and spreads
partisan rancor to spaces that should be fun, such as entertainment, sports, and consumer culture. The January riot at the
U.S. Capitol was the natural consequence of partisan divisions that were inflamed by Donald Trump and given cover and
support by social media and by a tightly enclosed right-wing media circle. The consumers of this alternate reality demanded
Republican lawmakers adhere to their irrational theories and beliefs. Elected officials paid heed, and gave credence to the
fabrications, leading to added validation of deceits and mendacities. In her talk, Alison Dagnes lays out the development
and structure of the modern political media system in the U.S. and examines consequences of this political divide. She will
tie this polarization to both news and entertainment media, and review political humor to illustrate the new personalization
of politics, the politicization of entertainment, and the effect of this division on the American body politic.

http://www.grcp.ulaval.ca/
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GRCP INTERNATIONAL WORPKSHOP 2021 | APRIL 15 & 16 

Closing remarks: Prof. Thierry Giasson, GRCP's lead researcher, Laval University. End 11:35

10:20 Break

10:35 Discussion with Dr. Alison Dagnes 

Super Mad at Everything All the Time: 
Political Media and Our National Anger 
Latest book by Dr. Alison Dagnes 

"Super Mad at Everything All the Time explores the polarization of American politics
through the collapse of the space between politics and culture, as bolstered by
omnipresent media. It seeks to explain this perfect storm of money, technology, and
partisanship that has created two entirely separate news spheres: a small, enclosed
circle for the right wing and a sprawling expanse for everyone else. This leads to two
sets of facts, two narratives, and two loudly divergent political sides with
extraordinary anger all around. Based on extensive interviews with leading media
figures and politicos, this book traces the development of the media machine, giving
suggestions on how to restore our national dialogue while defending our right to
disagree agreeably". 

(Source: Palgrave, Macmillan; https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030061302)

9:00 Opening remarks
Prof. Thierry Giasson, GRCP's lead researcher, Laval University and Dr. Simon Thibault, adjunct professor, UdeM.


